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David is an Australian barrister. He has been based in Dubai since 2013. He is
admitted to practise in England and Wales, Australia, Papua New Guinea, New
Zealand, New York (as a legal consultant) and the Courts of the Dubai International —~
Financial Centre . He was first appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1986. He is listed as
an Arbitrator with the Dubai International Arbitration Centre and a Tier 1 Silk in Legal \ 3"
500’s 2025 Middle East ranking of the English Bar. ‘
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He was President of the Taxation Institute of Australia from 1993 to 1995, and of the
Asia Oceania Tax Consultants’ Association from 1996 to 2000. He has been
appointed an AOTCA Honorary Adviser for life, an Honorary Member of the Taxation
Institute of Hong Kong, an Advisor of the Global Tax Advisors Platform and a LEVEL 27, 239 GEORGE ST
Steering Committee member of the International Tax Specialist Group. BRISBANE QLD, 4000

level27chambers.com.au

He was Deputy Chairman of STEP WorldWide during 2018 and 2019 and Chair of its
Governance Committee to 2021, served as inaugural Chair of STEP’s International
Client Global Special Interest Group, a co-chair of the UAE Chapter of the
International Section of the New York State Bar Association, and an Academician david.russell@
and Council Member of The International Academy of Estate and Trust Law. level27chambers.com.au
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M +971 56 950 1948

In 2016 and 2017 he chaired the DIFC’s Wealth Management Review, has
contributed to the drafting of the DIFC Trust Law and Foundations Law, and is the
Executive Editor of the DIFC Academy’s Laws of the DIFC. In 2026 he was
appointed Chair of the Expert Advisory Council of the DIFC’s Family Wealth Centre.
He is co-editor of the Oxford University Press publication Trusts & Trustees, the
leading international journal on trust law and practice.

David is a Freeman of the City of London. In 2010 he was awarded the Order of the
Rising Sun (with Gold Rays and Neck Ribbon) for his services to Australia-Japan
relations. In 2012 he was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia for, among
other things, “service ... to taxation law and legal education.”

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Appellate, Arbitration, Commercial Equity, Corporations, International, Succession, Tax.

APPOINTMENTS



https://www.difccourts.ae
https://www.difccourts.ae
https://www.diac.com/
https://www.legal500.com/c/middle-east-the-english-bar/commercial/silks
https://www.legal500.com/c/middle-east-the-english-bar/commercial/silks
https://www.taxinstitute.com.au
https://www.aotca.org/
https://www.tihk.org.hk
https://www.tihk.org.hk
https://taxadviserseurope.org/global-tax-advisers-platform/about-us_gtap/
https://www.itsgnetwork.com/itsg/index.asp
https://www.step.org/
https://www.step.org/special-interest-groups/international-client-global-special-interest-group
https://www.step.org/special-interest-groups/international-client-global-special-interest-group
https://www.nysba.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=International_Law_and_Practice_Home&Template=/CustomSource/SectionHome.cfm&Sec=ILP
https://www.nysba.org
https://www.international-academy.org/
https://academy.difc.ae/about-us
https://academy.difc.ae/school-of-law?category=Publications&keywords=&modeOfDelivery=&associationWith=&topic=&orderBy=startDateAsc&sortBy=Current
https://academy.difc.ae/school-of-law?category=Publications&keywords=&modeOfDelivery=&associationWith=&topic=&orderBy=startDateAsc&sortBy=Current
https://www.difc.com/whats-on/news/difc-reaffirms-commitment-to-families-in-year-of-the-family
https://academic.oup.com/tandt/pages/About
https://academic.oup.com/tandt/pages/About
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/about-us/law-historic-governance/freedom-of-the-city
https://www8.cao.go.jp/shokun/en/orders-of-the-rising-sun.html
https://www8.cao.go.jp/shokun/en/orders-of-the-rising-sun.html
https://www.gg.gov.au/australian-honours-and-awards

Council Chair, DIFC Family Wealth Centre Expert Advisory Council

Adjunct Professor, University of Southern Queensland

CAREER

1986 Appointed Queen’s Counsel

1977 Barrister at Law, admitted

EDUCATION

University of Queensland (BA, LLM)
Anglican Church Grammar School

Jimbour State School

Liability limited by a scheme approved under professional standards legislation

DAVID RUSSELL AM RFD KC | 07 3008 3927 | DAVID.RUSSELL@LEVEL27CHAMBERS.COM.AU



